PRESS RELEASE
[INSERT FIRE 

DEPARTMENT 

NAME OR LOGO]
AUG. 11 (8/11) serves as CONVENIENT REMINDER for gEORGIA residents to always cONTACT 811 Before DigGing

NAME OF FIRE DEPARTMENT and NAME OF LOCAL UCC encourage people to contact Georgia 811 at least two business days before digging to know what’s below
CITY, Georgia, (August 5, 2019) - In an effort to recognize the importance of contacting 811 before digging, NAME OF FIRE DEPARTMENT publicly proclaims August 11, 2019, as Safe Digging Day. 

When calling 811, homeowners and contractors are connected Georgia 811, the state one call center, which notifies the appropriate utility companies of their intent to dig. Professional locators are then sent to the requested digging site to mark the approximate locations of underground lines with flags, spray paint or both. 

Striking a single line can cause injury, repair costs, fines and inconvenient outages. Every digging project, no matter how large or small, warrants contacting 811. Installing a mailbox, building a deck, planting a tree and laying a patio are all examples of digging projects that need a call to 811 before starting. 

Visit www.Georgia811.com to submit a locate request, or for more information about 811 and safe digging practices.  
###

WAYS TO SHARE 811
The following are opportunities for the Fire Department to show support of Safe Digging Day.
· Request a FREE BANNER to display at the Fire Department by viewing the Product Catalog under the Resource tab at Georgia811.com. Please send photos of the banner displayed at the Fire House, the signing of the proclamation, and the proclamation itself to Fiona Bowen at Fbowen@ga811.com.

· Issue an official proclamation recognizing Safe Digging Day 8/11 (a Utility contractor, a utility city/county staff that attends the Local Utility Coordinating Council will work with the City/County Fire Department)
· Post Safe Digging Day messages on your company’s social media accounts. 
· Record a public service announcement that will air on local radio stations for the days surrounding Safe Digging Day.
· Deliver a brief speech about Safe Digging Day and the importance of damage prevention at local meetings.
PROCLAMATION TEMPLATE

WHEREAS,
Thousands of times each year, the underground infrastructure in Georgia is damaged by those who do not underground lines located prior to digging, resulting in service interruption, environmental damage and threat to public safety, and; 

WHEREAS,
In 2005, the Federal Communications Commission designated 811 to provide contractors and homeowners a simple number to contact utility operators to request the location of underground lines at the intended dig site, and; 

WHEREAS,
The FIRE STATION NAME promotes the National 811 Notification System in an effort to reduce these damages, and; 
WHEREAS,
Damage prevention is a shared responsibility; by using safe digging practices, the contractors and homeowners of CITY /COUNTY can save time, money and help keep our infrastructure safe and connected, and;
THEREFORE,
I do hereby proclaim, on behalf of the NAME OF FIRE STATION, the  August 11, 2019 as;
Safe Digging Day 
And encourage contractors and homeowners throughout CITY/COUNTY to always call 811 before digging.  Safe digging is no accident!! 
____________________________________
(NAME, Fire Chief)
____________________________________
(NAME, LOCAL UCC NAME)

____________________________________
(DATE)
Example of Safe Digging Month Proclamation
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TYRONE SAFE DIGGING MONTH

WHEREAS,
Thousands of times each year, the underground infrastructure in Georgia is damaged by those who do not have

underground lines located prior to digging, resulting in service interruption, environmental damage and threat to
public safety, and;

WHEREAS,

In 2005, the Federal Communications Commission designated 811 to provide contractors and homeowners a simple
number to contact utility operators to request the location of underground lines at the intended dig site, and:

WHEREAS,

The Fayette County Utility Coordinating Committee, a stakeholder-driven organization dedicated to the prevention

of damage to underground utifities in Georgia, promotes the National 811 Notification System in an effort to reduce
these damages, and;

Wi "REAS,

Damage prevention is a shared responsibility; by using s:fe digging practices, the contractors and homeowners of
Tyrone can save time, money and help Reep our infrastructure safe and connected, and;

THEREFORE,

I do hereby proclaim, on behalf of the Town of Tyrone, the month of April 2018 as;

Tyrone Safe Digging Month

And encourage contractors and homeowners throughout Tyrone to always call 811 before digging. Safe digging is no
accident!!
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